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This factor will then be applied to the seat 
belt use rate from the known year to derive 
an estimate of the seat belt use rate for the 
unknown year. 

APPENDIX C TO PART 1240—CERTIFI-
CATION (CALENDAR YEAR 1998 SUR-
VEY BASED ON SURVEY APPROVED 
UNDER 23 U.S.C. 153) 

State Certification-Calendar Year 1998 Seat Belt 
Use Survey 

State of llllllllllllllllll

Seat Belt Use Rate Reported for Calendar 
Year llll : llll %. 

In accordance with the provisions of 23 
CFR 1240.12(c)(2), I hereby certify as follows: 

1. The seat belt use rate reported above is 
based on a survey whose design was approved 
by NHTSA, in writing, on or after June 29, 
1992, under the provisions of the grant pro-
gram authorized by 23 U.S.C. 153. 

2. The survey design has remained un-
changed since the survey was approved (ex-
cept to the extent that the requirements of 
paragraph 3 constitute a change). 

3. The survey samples all passenger motor 
vehicles (including cars, pickup trucks, vans, 
minivans, and sport utility vehicles), meas-
ures seat belt use by all front outboard occu-
pants in the sampled vehicles, and counts 
seat belt use completely within the calendar 
year for which the seat belt use rate is re-
ported. 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

Governor’s Representative for Highway Safe-
ty 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(Date) 

APPENDIX D TO PART 1240—DETERMINA-
TION OF NATIONAL AVERAGE SEAT 
BELT USE RATE 

A. To determine the national average seat 
belt use rate in a calendar year, each State 
seat belt use rate for the calendar year will 
be weighted to reflect the percentage of total 
national vehicle miles traveled attributable 
to that State. 

B. If a State seat belt use rate is unavail-
able for a State during a calendar year (ei-
ther because the State did not conduct a seat 
belt use survey or a survey was conducted 
but does not comply with the Uniform Cri-
teria for State Observational Surveys of Seat 
Belt Use, 23 CFR Part 1340), NHTSA will cal-
culate a State seat belt use rate, using the 
last available State seat belt use rate deter-
mined under § 1240.11 or § 1240.12 of this part, 
as applicable, along with information on seat 
belt use rates from the FARS, and an algo-
rithm relating FARS seat belt use rates to 
observed seat belt use rates (see Appendix 1, 
note). This procedure will produce an esti-

mated State seat belt use rate for the un-
known calendar year. The estimated State 
seat belt use rate will then be weighted in 
the manner described in paragraph A of this 
appendix. 

C. The national average seat belt use rate 
for the calendar year will be determined by 
adding the weighted State seat belt use rates 
for each of the States (i.e., the national aver-
age seat belt use rate is the weighted aver-
age of all the State seat belt use rates). 

D. NHTSA may elect to use a seat belt use 
survey that does not comply with the Uni-
form Criteria for State Observational Sur-
veys of Seat Belt Use in determining the na-
tional average seat belt use rate (even 
though the State that submitted the survey 
is ineligible to receive an allocation of 
funds), if in NHTSA’s judgment, the defi-
ciencies in the survey are not so substantial 
as to render the survey less accurate than 
the FARS estimate. 

APPENDIX E TO PART 1240—DETERMINA-
TION OF FEDERAL MEDICAL SAV-
INGS 

A. To determine the savings to the Federal 
Government from reduced medical costs at-
tributable to seat belt use, NHTSA will first 
estimate the impact of seat belt use on the 
number of fatalities and injuries, using 
methods described in the report ‘‘Estimating 
the Benefits from Increased Safety Belt 
Use.’’ 1 These methods establish a relation-
ship between the effectiveness of seat belts, 
current use rates, and existing injury levels 
to determine the impact of increasing seat 
belt use on motor vehicle safety. Using these 
methods, NHTSA will estimate the fatalities 
prevented and the non-fatal injuries avoided 
by increased seat belt use. 

B. In the 1996 report ‘‘The Economic Cost 
of Motor Vehicle Crashes, 1994,’’ 2 NHTSA 
measured both the medical costs and pay-
ment sources for motor vehicle crashes. 
NHTSA will adjust the national medical cost 
figures from this report to individual State 
income levels to reflect local cost levels. 
These per-case costs will be further adjusted 
for inflation, using the most recent annual 
average Consumer Price Index for medical 
care, and then multiplied by the injuries and 
fatalities prevented in each State to derive 
the total medical care savings from in-
creased seat belt use. The Federal portion of 
these costs will be derived from the best 
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available data found in the same cost report or in other sources, as they may become 
available. 
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